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	MARIETTA CHAPTER, SONS OF THE AMERICAN REVOLUTION

Summer 2009 Newsletter



Since the start of the year, the Marietta Chapter has participated in a number of events and meetings.  Color Guard Commander Dick McAllister made presentations about General George Washington on February 14 at the Parkersburg Masonic Lodge and at our March Marietta Chapter meeting.  President Jean Yost and/or Secretary & Historian Scott Britton have given presentations about General James Mitchell Varnum at the Washington’s Birthday Dinner, Marietta Noon Rotary, Colonial Dames and Ohio Society Sons of the American Revolution.  Secretary Britton also spoke to the Return Jonathan Meigs Chapter DAR of Pomeroy about the early Revolutionary War settlers of Southeast Ohio.  The Washington’s Birthday Luncheon on February 15th had a buffet at the American Legion Post #64, with guest speaker Mary Washington, the Mother to the Father of our Country.  Secretary Britton and Vice President McAllister both received the Bronze Good Citizenship Medal for their past efforts.
The early April event “5 Days with Patriots & Pioneers of Washington County” sponsored by our Chapter was very successful with 31 new applicants now working on paperwork since the publicity for this event was released, including locals as well as those from Michigan and Tennessee.  There were over 1,200 people who participated in one of the event activities, including a genealogy conference and the chapter sent out over 35,000 tabloids to local schools, newspapers and local businesses.  Tremendous local support from all of the county historical societies, Marietta DAR, Campus Martius, Farmers’ Castle, Oliver Tucker Museum, Henry Fearing House, Long Rifle Show at the Lafayette Hotel, local business sponsors.  The 5 days of events featured many great speakers, including Dr. Richard Walker (Springfield, IL) and Alan Fitzpatrick (a native of Canada) discussing early settlement and Indian Wars.  Recently, the chapter’s color guard participated in Memorial Day events in Marietta and Harrisville, West Virginia.
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
The Marietta Chapter has been working extensively with local youth on some different projects in 2009.  President Yost has been a leader on a local Task Force formed to save the Campus Martius Museum which preserves and educates the public about the settlement of the Northwest Territory.  Funding cuts have threatened to close its doors.  The chapter supplied a color guard and support efforts by Marietta Middle School eighth grader, Cheyenne Lemasters, with her “This Place Matters” rally to bring awareness to the plight of the museum.  Our chapter presented her with both the Student of the Year and Outstanding Citizenship Award for her commitment to saving our history.  The chapter also awarded a Teacher of the Year award to her teacher, Judith Perrin, for her encouragement and dedication to teaching our next generation the importance of history.  The Marietta Chapter has provided an Eagle Scout project for a local student, Todd Durm.  Todd spoke at our chapter’s regular May meeting discussing his work to identify the unmarked grave of Revolutionary War General James Mitchell Varnum in Oak Grove Cemetery.  After lying for over 100 years in obscurity near the Unknown Pioneers plot, a proper marker will soon be in place.  Our chapter will be hosting an event in July 2010 to honor this great hero of Valley Forge, commander of the first African American troops, and a member of the Continental Congress.
Our Chapter’s next meeting is July 9 (Noon at the American Legion Post #64 at 8th & Wooster Streets in Marietta with a program by Secretary Britton about the ”Next Generation of Genealogy Sitebuilding” which will give details about Revolutionary War veterans buried in Washington County on our chapter website.  Lunch will be available at the Legion at $5.00 per person and is open to the public.
Upcoming Marietta Chapter Calendar of Events
mariettasar.org
June 6, 2009 - West Virginia Masonic Home, Masonic Home Day, 9:00am to 2:00pm, Color Guard to present Annual Flag Award at 10am (located across from Grand Central Mall).
June 12, 2009 – Joint Program, Ewing, OHSSAR; James Neal, WVSSAR and Marietta Chapter OHSSAR. 6:30pm at Monument in front of Col. Jonathan Stone residence, Blennerhassett Ave. (east of Stone Road) Belpre, OH.  Frank Trautman to receive 50 year pin and certificate. (In case of rain, go to St. Marks Methodist Church, 3rd and Maple St., Belpre.
June 19-20, 2009 – Fort Boreman Historic Park, Parkersburg, ‘West Virginia Day Celebration’, Friday, 8:30pm ‘Story-telling; Sat., 9am to 5pm "A Walk through WV History" Program includes American Indians, Pioneers, Revolutionary War, Civil War, WWI, WWII, representing different time periods. Marietta Chapter program: Patriots of the Revolutionary War in the Mid Ohio Valley.
July 4, 2009 – Independence Day Parade, Marietta (sponsored by AMVETS) Marietta Chapter and Color Guard participating, Time to be announced.  At 2:00PM, the 4th of July Bell Ringing Celebration at the Henry Fearing House. Marietta Chapter, OSSAR & Captain James Neal Chapter, WVSSAR participating. Let Freedom Ring, 2pm, all Bells should ring 13 chimes for Freedom in United States of America.
July 9, 2009 - Noon – Regular meeting (lunch $5), American Legion Post #64, 8th & Wooster Streets Marietta, Ohio. Program: Scott Britton presents the ”Next Generation of Genealogy Sitebuilding.”
July 24-25, 2009- OHSSAR Board of Management Meeting, Fort Laurens (Bolivar, OH).
July 25, 2009 – OHSSAR- Fort Laurens Annual Memorial Service, 11am, Tomb of the Unknown Patriot of the Revolutionary War, Wreath laying ceremony.
August 28, 2009 – Marietta Middle School, Color Guard, Flag Ceremony, 1:45pm.
	September 5-6, 2009 FORT HENRY DAYS, 12th Annual Grand Encampment and Battle Re-Enactment,  Oglebay Resort, Wheeling, WV; British & Patriot Encampments; Native American Village; Daily historical presentations. Ebenezer Zane Chapter, OHSSAR, St. Clairsville, OH participates and has a very nice exhibits of books and period materials.
	September 5 & 6, 2009 - Fair at New Boston, 10am-6pm Both Days, George Rogers Clark Park, Springfield, OH,  info@grcha.org This fair is recognized as a premiere living history event. All the music, entertainment, clothing, methods of cooking, foods served, merchandise booths, and equipment used by the artisans are juried (or judged) to assure authenticity to the period(1790-1810). The George Rogers Clark Chapter OHSSAR participates with nice display.


September 10, 2009 - Noon – Regular meeting (lunch $5), Wood room, upstairs, American Legion Post #64, 8th & Wooster Streets Marietta, Ohio  “PATRIOTS DAY PROGRAM.”

September 11, 2009 – PATRIOTS DAY.
September 24 – 27, 2009 – Barlow Fair, Marietta Chapter SAR/DAR booth.

